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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to describe and explain the values inherent in the art of
Rentak Kudo, which is a tradition passed down through generations among the
Hamparan Rawang community, particularly in the village of Tanjung. Rentak Kudo
dance is commonly known as using “ntek awo”. Everyone who hears the song becomes
enthusiastic, and their feet start to move like a horse. This type of research uses
qualitative methods. Interviews, observations, and documentation are used as data
collection techniques. The results of this study show that Rentak Kudo is a tradition that
continues to thrive in the Rawang and Kerinci communities, despite the influence of
modern culture. The values inherent in Rentak Kudo include cultural tradition values
(customs), cultural preservation values, artistic values, harmony and togetherness
values, recreational values, and economic values.
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Introduction

Rentak Kudo art is one of the arts that has developed in the Kerinci region,
specifically in the Hamparan Rawang subdistrict, particularly in the village of
Tanjung. The movements of the Rentak Kudo dance are originally derived from
the martial art of silat, especially the Langkeh Tigo silat movements, which is a
distinctive self-defense practice of the Kerinci community. The rhythmic
movements resemble the beat of gongs and drums (Pratama, 2020). Rentak Kudo
is very similar to a dance accompanied by pantun (poetry) and Rawang-language
verses recited by the caretaker (pengasiuh).

In fact, the development of Rentak Kudo art in the Kerinci community has
been ongoing for a long time and has been preserved through generations. Before
performing Rentak Kudo, several rituals are carried out, such as placing betel
leaves in the corners of the event venue and burning incense along with seven-
colored flowers to invoke safety and smoothness of the dance event, as
possession or loss of consciousness often occurs during such events (Ediantes,

2021).

The Rentak Kudo art in the Kerinci region is a unique form of art with
distinct characteristics as it is an original cultural product of the Kerinci
community. The form and presentation of this art contain the values of local
Kerinci cultural wisdom (Ediantes, 2021). Rentak Kudo has its own uniqueness,
and anyone who listens to it will automatically start stomping their feet and
unconsciously perform this dance.

Rentak Kudo holds many values that can be passed down to the younger
generation. The inheritance of values through Rentak Kudo is more essential than
the celebration of the art itself. Additionally, the practitioners of this dance
experience many benefits. Generally, after performing the dance, the dancers feel
healthier and more energetic. That's why this dance is greatly enjoyed by people
of all ages, from children to adults. There are many unique aspects to this dance
due to its simple, impulsive movements and the absence of restrictions on the
number of dancers.

Collectively, Rentak Kudo is recognized as a tradition inseparable from
the Kerinci community. The awareness to preserve and uphold culture is strong
within the community, resulting in Rentak Kudo becoming a cultural identity of
Kerinci (Hidayani & Pramutomo, 2022). The existence of Rentak Kudo is also
supported by traditional leaders and the government, allowing it to thrive to this
day. Therefore, considering the importance of Rentak Kudo in the Kerinci
community, this research aims to explore the values it encompasses in greater
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depth. The existence of Rentak Kudo is not merely a cultural celebration but,
more importantly, an authentic effort towards the inheritance of values and
morals.

Methods

The research method used is qualitative, which involves describing, selecting,
and interpreting the realities of the community based on the existing objects and
realities. This research adopts an ethnographic approach to gain a clearer
understanding of the social and cultural life of the community. Through this
approach, it is also possible to explain the correlation between individuals and
the community (Hidayani, Pramutomo, 2022).

Data collection is conducted through documentation, observation, and
interviews. The interviews are conducted using an unstructured interview
format. This research interviewed three community figures: Ruai, 63 years old,
Rosmaniar, 80 years old, and Eva Yudianto, 42 years old.

Discussion
History and Background of Rentak Kudo Dance

Rentak Kudo Dance is a tradition or cultural heritage of the Kerinci community,
particularly in the Hamparan Rawang subdistrict, in the village of Tanjung. It is
called Rentak Kudo because its movements resemble those of a horse. This dance
originated from the famous silat martial art form called “Silek Langkeh Tigo,”
which is similar to the tiger-style techniques in the Kerinci community's martial
arts. The musical instruments used in the past were drums, rebana, drums, and
trays.

The art of Rentak Kudo is preserved and nurtured by generations of
Kerinci artists. Rentak Kudo is very similar to a dance that involves a
“pengasiuh” (caretaker) and a companion reciting verses and pantun in the
Rawang language. Rentak Kudo is a tradition that is cultivated by the community
and must be constantly guarded.

The vast expanse known as “taneh awo” is the name given by the
residents. This area is a subdistrict with rich traditions. People believe that
Rentak Kudo is closely associated with mystical elements.

There are still many differing opinions about the origin of this dance
among traditional figures in Hamparan Rawang. The lack of data and
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information about Rentak Kudo has resulted in an unclear history of this dance.
According to traditional figures, Rentak Kudo was initially created by two
individuals. This art form has been studied and practiced long before their time,
but its origins have become blurred over time and due to the lack of attention
from local historians.

In the past, the Ranguk Bingge Rebeh dance was only performed by
women, so Rentak Kudo was created to allow anyone to participate. It is also said
that the lyrics in Rentak Kudo were created by the artist Ruai in 1968 (Interview,
Arwati, 63).

Rajoik lah dimane mule leh dimunjalo

jek munjalo ayiu nyiu dalo

Rejoik lah dimane lah tari lah Rantak Kudo
Rejok anak umiu tigo bulo

Cube leh kaye pikui ala

Cube leh kaye kire

Inoih anauk umiu tige puliu empauk

Since when did it start to move

Since its water began to flow

Since when did Rentak Kudo dance begin
Since the child was three months old

Try to think

Try to guess

This child is now thirty-four years old

The Rentak Kudo dance continues to grow and develop in society. This
dance represents the character, art, philosophy, and psychology of the Kerinci
community (Hidayani & Pramutomo, 2022). In dance or art in general, there are
implied messages and noble values that also reflect the character of a community.

Values Embedded in Rentak Kudo

The constantly changing times pose a threat to local cultures. Despite
modifications and improvisations in practice, the essence of a culture must be
preserved. In Rentak Kudo, for example, the musical instruments used have
changed. In the past, people used drums, drums, and trays, but now they use a
keyboard organ.

21



Contemporary Society and Politics Journal (CSP])
ISSN 2986 3120
Vol. 2, No. 1, June 2023 (19-27)

The values found in Rentak Kudo include cultural or traditional values,
local identity values, values of togetherness, entertainment value, economic
value, and creativity value (Interview, Rosmaniar, 80).

a. Cultural tradition value Cultural tradition can be defined as customs,
beliefs, or ancestral teachings that are still practiced in the community.
Tradition refers to habits passed down from generation to generation
(Hidayani & Pramutomo, 2022). Rentak Kudo has been performed for
generations and has become a tradition in the Hamparan Rawang District.
People will definitely showcase this dance at events such as weddings and
kenduri sko.

b. Cultural preservation value (local identity) Rentak Kudo dance represents
cultural richness, including songs, lyrics, and poems that depict the lives of
the people. This dance also serves as an identity to introduce the Hamparan
Rawang region. It is undeniable that Rentak Kudo has gained recognition
in various areas, and it can be said that people from outside also perform
this dance.

c. Value of togetherness Rentak Kudo unites the community. During this
dance, the "pengasiuh" (dance leader) will provide verses containing good
advice for both young people and adults. As a result, a correlation is created
among the community. According to the people, during wedding
ceremonies, when Rentak Kudo is performed, the "pengasiuh" will recite
verses that express affection between families. It is during these moments
that families come together, and tears, emotions, and happiness mix in the
atmosphere of the dance (Interview, EY, 42). The recited verses include:

Arai paneh kamai ndek nyeme
Kamai leh sego bususauh nyireu
Kaye puragiu kamai ndek same
Kamai leh sego munanggung rindeu

On a hot day, we want to bask in the sun
We are the ones struggling sideways
When you talk, we want to join

We are the ones struggling to bear longing
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d. Entertainment Value
Rentak Kudo dance is also positioned as a form of entertainment. People
are entertained by this dance, and their feet are stepped on like a horse,
making it irresistible to join. According to a legendary figure, "Rentak Kudo
does not have fixed movements, so there are various variations depending
on each individual" (Interview, Arwati, 63). The lyrics of the dance include:

Kaleu riye kite ku Jambiu

Kite burentiu disimpang rimbe
Kelew riye kite bujanjiu

Kite munapek janjiu ngan lame

If yes, let's go to Jambi

We will stop at the Simpang Rimbo

If yes, let's make a promise

We will fulfill the long-standing promise

e. Economic Value Based on the information from community figures,
“Rentak Kudo can help people financially by allowing them to sell various
culinary items, and the dance itself helps the ‘pengasiuh’ in terms of their
economic livelihood to support their families” (Interview, EY, 42).

f. Artistic and Creative Value Rentak Kudo dance encourages creativity and
nurtures aesthetic sensibilities. “When performing or delivering pantun or
lyrics, there is no script or memorization involved, it is purely impulsive”
(Interview, Arwati, 63). The “pengasiuh’ is able to create various pantun,
creating a joyful atmosphere.

Limiu manaih, akew pandau manaih
Maneuh lah sireteu, jangi bijui renyiu
Adeuk manaih, akew pandau manaih
Manaih lah sireteu jangi geloik renyiu

Sweet oranges, I see them as sweet

The sweetness is the same as its seeds
Sweet little sister, I see her as sweet

The sweetness is the same as her laughter
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Strategies to Preserve Rentak Kudo Dance

Art is an intelligent activity to convey values and moral messages (Hidayani,
2022). This understanding indicates that art has a purpose to achieve. Preserving
traditions requires strategies that involve various stakeholders, as outlined
below:

a. Community The community consists of a group of people involved in
producing and practicing a culture. Including Rentak Kudo in every
community event is part of the effort to preserve this tradition.
Additionally, the community can also be involved in passing down this
cultural heritage to future generations.

b. Government The government also plays an important role in preserving
the Rentak Kudo dance. This can be done by featuring the dance in the
city's anniversary celebrations (festivals), for example. Additionally, the
government can provide moral and material support to the practitioners
of this art form.

c. Cultural Figures Cultural figures can play an educational role in a non-
formal manner within the community, especially among the younger
generation. The values embedded in the dance can be transferred and
even internalized in the lives of the community.

The Rentak Kudo dance holds significant importance for the Kerinci
community due to several reasons. Firstly, it serves as a representation of their
cultural heritage and identity. The dance embodies the values, traditions, and
artistic expressions that have been passed down through generations, reflecting
the unique cultural identity of the Kerinci people. Secondly, Rentak Kudo dance
plays a vital role in fostering a sense of unity and togetherness among the
community members. Through the dance, individuals come together,
collaborate, and celebrate their shared cultural roots. It serves as a medium for
social interaction and bonding, strengthening community ties.

Moreover, the preservation of Rentak Kudo dance is essential for the
preservation of local traditions and knowledge. The dance carries deep-rooted
wisdom, symbolism, and historical significance. By safeguarding and practicing
this dance, the Kerinci community ensures the continuity of their cultural legacy
and prevents the loss of traditional values. Additionally, Rentak Kudo dance
holds economic significance for the community. It attracts tourists, promotes
cultural tourism, and provides opportunities for local artists and performers to
showcase their talent. The dance contributes to the local economy by generating
income through performances, cultural events, and related tourism activities.
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Conclusion

Rentak Kudo is an inherent identity and character of the Kerinci community,
particularly in Hamparan Rawang. The presence of Rentak Kudo is eagerly
awaited by people of all ages and backgrounds. Rentak Kudo has its own
uniqueness and carries distinctive local wisdom. The Rentak Kudo dance is an
inseparable part of the Kerinci community, thus it is important for stakeholders
to take on strategic and regulatory roles in preserving this culture.

Overall, the preservation of Rentak Kudo dance is crucial for the Kerinci
community as it reinforces their cultural identity, strengthens social cohesion,
safeguards traditional knowledge, and supports local economy. It represents a
tangible link to their past and serves as a source of pride, joy, and inspiration for
present and future generations.
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